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LSA ASSOCIATES, INC. RESPONSES TO COMMENTS
JANUARY 2009 MOHSIN SAMOSKE GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT DEIR

J. RESPONSES TO COMMENTS FROM PACIFIC ENGINEERING

J-1 The proposed project is being considered under the 1982 General Plan (See RDEIR, p. 43).

J-2 One of the critical roles of the CEQA process is to determine whether a proposed project
would have a significant impact on the environment, which includes adjacent properties. The
DEIR and the associated RDEIR for the proposed project were prepared to assess potential
significant impacts. In assessing impacts, the DEIR used a maximum physical impact area for
the proposed project. After careful review of scientific and factual data, it was concluded that
the proposed project would not have a significant impact on the environment, including on
adjacent properties.

J-3 None of the surrounding property owners have requested to be included in the Special
Treatment Area (STA). The EIR focuses on the proposed project, which is a request to amend
the land use for the subject properties.

J-4 The agricultural viability of adjacent parcels would be considered if future proposals for use
change were made on any of those properties.

J-5 See response to Comment H-2.

J-6 The approximately 36 acres of the remainder parcel that would not be deeded as part of the
scenic easement would remain within its current PG/40-D zoning and would continue to be
used as a residence (See RDEIR, Table I11.1, p. 25).

J-7 The portion of the remainder parcel that would not be protected in a conservation and scenic
easement is less than 40 acres and is within the PG/40-D zoning district requiring a minimum
of 40-acre lots. In addition, the proposed STA language specifically limits subdivision to 14
residential lots on the lower portion of the property. While the zoning may allow such
subdivision, a request to subdivide the upper portion would require a General Plan
Amendment to amend the STA language.

J-8 The impacts of the proposed reductions in the required agricultural buffers are discussed in
the Draft EIR, pages 1V-24 and IV-25.

J-9 See Responses to Comments D-7 and E-6.

J-10  The agricultural viability of the proposed project was assessed in the Agricultural Suitability
and Land Capability Assessment that was prepared for the proposed project and peer
reviewed by the Agricultural Commissioner’s office. The Agricultural Commissioner’s office
concluded that the Agricultural Viability Report used proper methodology and reached sound
conclusions that were supported by the facts. The assessment concluded that the agricultural
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suitability of the project site was poor. The conclusions were not that the parcels had no
agricultural capability, only that they had low capability for agriculture.

J-11  Removal of the Mohsin land from grazing as well as the impacts of the proposed project on

adjacent properties are addressed in the DEIR, pages 1V-15 to 1V-24. See responses to
Comments H-2 and H-8.
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LETTERS SUBMITTED ON RDEIR - NO COMMENT REQUIRED



October 13, 2008

Mr. Bob Schubert
Monterey County Resource
Management Agency
Planning Department

168 W. Alisal, 2™ Floor
Salinas, CA 93901

RE: MCH# 20080908 — Notice of Availability for the Draft Environmental
Impact Report for the Mohsin-Samoske General Plan
Amendment

Dear Mr. Schubert:
AMBAG’s Regional Clearinghouse circulated a summary of notice of your
environmental document to our member agencies and interested parties for review and

comment.

The AMBAG Board of Directors considered the project on October 8, 2008 and has no
comments at this time.

Thank you for complying with the Clearinghouse process.

- A

Sincerely,

oy

Nicolas Papadakis
Executive Director

SERVING OUR REGIONAL COMMUNITY SINCE 1968
445 RESERVATION ROAD, SUITE G 4 FO. BOX 809 4 MARINA, CA 93933-0609
(831) &83-3750 4 FAX (631) 663-3755 4 www.ambag.org



Unified Air Pollution Control District Interim Air Pollution Control Officer

\, MONTEREY BAY
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“ : serving Monterey, San Benito, and Santa Cruz counties Ed Kendig
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MEMBERS September 29, 2008 Sent Electronically to:

CHAIR: CEQA comments@co.monterey.ca.us

Reb Monaco Mr. Robert Schubert, Senior Planner Original by First Class Mail.

County County of Monterey

yicE CHAIR: Resource Management A%ency — Planning Department

Monterey County 168 West Alisal Street, 2" Floor

Salinas, CA 93901

Lou Calcagno )

Monterey County

Tony Campos SUBJECT: MOHSIN-SAMOSKE GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT

Santa Cruz :

County

Dennis Donohue
City of Salinas

Doug Emerson
San Benito
County Cities

Gary Wilmot
Monterey

Peninsula Cities -

Ellen Pirie
Santa Cruz
County

Ila Mettee-
McCutchon
Monterey County

Sam Storey
Santa Cruz
County Cities

George Worthy
South Monterey
County Cities

N

Dear Mr. Schubert:

The Air District has no comments on the Recirculated Portion of the Draft Environmental
Impact Report.

Thank you for the opportunity to review the document.

Sincerely,

Planning and Air Monitoring Division
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NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE COMMISSION
915 CAPITOL MALL. ROOM 364

SACRAMENTO, CA 95814

(916) 6534082
Fax (916) 657.5390

November 10, 2008

Bab Schubert

Monterey County

168 W. Alisal At,, 2 Floor
Salinas, CA 93901

VIA FAX: 831-757-9516
#of Pages: 2

RE: SB 18 Tribal Consultation; Mohsin—Samoske General Plan Amendment,
County of Monterey. '

Dear Mr. Schubert:

Government Code §65352.3 requires local governments ta consutt with California Native
American tribes identified by the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) for the purpose
of protecting, and/or mitigating irpacts to culiural places. Attached is a consultation list of tribes
with traditional lands or cultural places located within the requested plan amendment boundaries.

As a part of consultation, the NAHC recommends that local governments conduct record
searches through the NAHC and California Historic Resources Information System (CHRIS) to
determine If any cultural places are located within the area(s) affected by the proposed action.
NAHC Sacred Lands File requests must be made in writing. All requests must include county,
USGS quad map name, township, range and section. Local governments should be aware,
however, that records maintained by the NAHC and CHRIS are not exhaustive, and a negaiive
response to these searches does not preclude the existence of a cultural place. A tribe may be
the only source of informalion regarding the existence of a cultural place.

If you receive notification of change of addresses and phone numbers from Tribes, please
notify me. With your assistance we are able to assure that our consultation list cantains current
information.

If you have any questions, please contact me at (916) 653-4040.

Sincerely,

Z@Wm %

Katy Sanchez
Program Analyst

Attachment



.

AL AV GEVVY AVIERY OO TAY VOT QooUY Nonw

Native American Tribal Consultation List
County of Monterey
November 10, 2008

indian Canyon Mutsun Band of Costanoan ____Xolon Salinan Tribe -

~Ann Marie Sayers, Chairperson Donna Haro
P.O. Box 28 Ohlone/Costanoan 110 Jefferson Street Salinan
Hollister » CA 95024 Bay Point » CA 94565
ams@garlic.com (925) 709-6714
831-637-4238

Salinan Tribe of Monterey, San Lujs Obispo and San Benito Counties
John W. Burch, Traditional Chairperson

8315 Morro Rd, #202 Salinan
Atascadero , ca 93422
salinantribe@aol.com

805-460-9202
805 235-2730 Cell

Ohlone/Coastanoan-Esselen Nation
Louise Miranda-Ramirez, Chairperson

PO Box 1301 Esselen

Monterey » CA 93942  OQOhlone/Costanoan
liramirez@comcast.net

408-629-5189

408-205-7579 - cell

Amah MutsunTribal Band

Valentin Lopez, Chairperson

3015 Eastern Ave, #40 Ohlone/Costanocan
Sacramento , CA 95821
viopez@amahmutsun.org

(916) 481-5785

Amah/MutsunTribal Band
Irene Zwierlein, Chairperson

789 Canada Road Ohlone/Costanoan
Woodside » CA 94062

amah_mutsun@yahoo.com
(650) 851-7747 - Home

This list is current only as of the date of this document.

Distribution of this list does not relleve any person of statutory responsibility as defined In Sectlon 7050.5 of the Health and
Safety Code, Section 5097.94 of the Publie Resources Code and Section 5097.98 of the Pubilc Resources Code.

This llst Ie appileable onty for consultation with Natlve Amerlcan tribes under Governmsent Code Section 65352.3.

W UCE TV
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APPENDIX



MONTEREY COUNTY

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT AGENCY — PLANNING DEPARTMENT

MEMORANDUM

Date: November 7, 2008

To: California American Native Tribes
(Attached Distribution List)
From: Bob Schubert, Senior Planner

Subject: Mohsin-Samoske General Plan Amendment
Offer of Consultation

This is an offer for consultation regarding a proposed land use plan amendment to the 1982
Monterey County General Plan pursuant to Government Code 65352.3. The project consists of
converting approximately 266 acres of agriculturally designated lands to a Special Treatment Area
that would allow development of 14 single-family homes on 5+ acre lots. The subdivision would
include a remainder parcel of 194 acres that would remain with an agricultural designation. A Draft
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) was released in January 2008 and a Recirculation Portion of
the Draft EIR was released in September 2008 which are available on the County website at

http://www.co.monterey.ca.us/planning/.

This letter affords local tribes up to 90 days to request consultation on this matter, which would run
through February 5, 2009. We must receive notice of any request for consultation before this date
in order to consider timely and productive consultation. If you are interested, please provide a
written request for consultation to me. I can be contacted by phone at (831) 755-5183, or by email
at schubertbj(@co.monterey.ca.us. In addition, letters may be sent to my attention at 168 W. Alisal
Street, Second Floor, Salinas, CA 93901.

Thank you. We look forward to working with your groups on this and future projects in Monterey
County.



