NOTICE OF PREPARATION
Salinas Valley Water Project, Phase II
Date:

June 25, 2014

To:

State Clearinghouse, Responsible Agencies, Trustee Agencies, Interested Parties
and Organizations

Subject:

Notice of Preparation of an Environmental Impact Report and Notice of Public
Scoping Meeting

Project:

Salinas Valley Water Project, Phase II

Lead Agency:

Monterey County Water Resources Agency

The Monterey County Water Resources Agency (MCWRA) is the Lead Agency in accordance with the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for preparation of an Environmental Impact Report
(EIR) for the proposed Salinas Valley Water Project, Phase II (Project). The EIR is an environmental
review document being prepared by MCWRA in compliance with CEQA to analyze potential
environmental effects associated with implementation of the Project and to evaluate mitigation
measures, as necessary. This Notice of Preparation (NOP) is being issued by the Lead Agency
pursuant to CEQA requirements; it is intended to provide information about the Project and its
potential environmental effects and to solicit public comments regarding the scope and content of
the information to be included in the EIR.

With this Project, MCWRA seeks to capture and divert surface water from the Salinas River, which
will be conveyed and delivered to the East Side and Pressure Subareas to effectively utilize water
allocated to MCWRA by Water Right Permit #11043 and offset groundwater pumping in the Salinas
River Groundwater Basin. In concert with other completed MCWRA water projects, the Project will

enhance conjunctive management of water resources and be part of a comprehensive solution for
combating seawater intrusion in Monterey County.

The Project is comprised of two capture and diversion facilities located at discrete diversion points,
one located near the City of Soledad and the other located south of the City of Salinas. Each capture
and diversion facility will have affiliated facilities for conveyance and delivery. Details specific to the
conveyance and delivery elements, such as length and termination points of pipelines, or treatment
of delivered water, will be analyzed in the EIR.

Public Comments
MCWRA, as Lead Agency, has provided this NOP to responsible and trustee agencies and other
interested parties. As part of the environmental review process, MCWRA is soliciting the views of
interested persons or agencies as to the scope and content of the proposed EIR. In accordance with
CEQA, agencies are requested to review the project description provided in this NOP and provide
comments on environmental issues relevant to the statutory responsibilities of the agency in
connection with the Project.

The public comment period commences Monday, June 30, 2014. All written comments must be
received no later than 4:00 PM on Monday, August 11, 2014. Please submit all comments to the
address shown below. Please include your name, the name of the agency you are representing, a
return address or email address, and phone number with your comments so that the Lead Agency
may contact you and keep you informed throughout the EIR process.

Robert Johnson, Assistant General Manager
Monterey County Water Resources Agency
893 Blanco Circle
Salinas, CA 93901
Phone: 831‐755‐4860
Email: johnsonr@co.monterey.ca.us
Fax: 831‐424‐7935
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Scoping Meeting
MCWRA invites your participation in the preparation of the EIR through attendance at the scoping
meetings, which will provide additional opportunities for public comment. Details of the scoping
meetings are as follows:

Scoping Meeting #1
Date:

July 15, 2014

Time:

2:30 pm

Location: Monterey County Water Resources Agency
Board Room
893 Blanco Circle
Salinas, CA 93901

Scoping Meeting #2
Date:

July 16, 2014

Time:

6:00 pm

Location: Soledad City Hall
Council Chambers
248 Main Street
Soledad, CA 93960

Copies of this NOP are available for review at MCWRA offices, located at 893 Blanco Circle, Salinas,
CA,

93901

and

may

also

be

downloaded

http://www.mcwra.co.monterey.ca.us.
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from

the

MCWRA

website

at
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Notice of Preparation
Salinas Valley Water Project, Phase II
Introduction
The Monterey County Water Resources Agency (MCWRA) proposes to implement the Salinas Valley
Water Project, Phase II1 (Project) to address water supply issues within the Salinas River
Groundwater Basin2. The Project will put to beneficial use the water right allocated to MCWRA by
Water Right Permit #11043 by further developing surface water resources that will be used to offset
groundwater pumping. Reductions in groundwater extractions will help to halt seawater intrusion in
the Salinas River Groundwater Basin and protect the water resources of Monterey County.3

Project Background
The Salinas Valley, located in Monterey County, is home to the Salinas River, which flows northward
along the axis of the valley from its headwaters in San Luis Obispo County to its confluence with the
Monterey Bay near Marina, California (Figure 1). The geology, climate, and topography of the Salinas
Valley have contributed to the growth of an agricultural industry that has flourished since its
beginnings over a century ago.

The Salinas Valley receives relatively little precipitation – between 10 and 16 inches annually,
depending on location (MCWRA, 1997). As such, groundwater is a vital resource within the Salinas
Valley for both agricultural and urban uses. Approximately 489,000 acre‐feet4 (af) of groundwater
was extracted from the Salinas River Groundwater Basin in 2012, with 91.3% of the pumping
attributed to agricultural uses and 8.7% to urban pumping (MCWRA, 2013). Conjunctive use of
1

The Project name, “Salinas Valley Water Project – Phase II” was established by the State Water Resources
Control Board, not MCWRA. Previously, a ‘Phase 2’ was proposed as a follow‐on project to the Salinas Valley
Water Project; however this project is not the project proposed at that time.
2
The Salinas River Groundwater Basin is divided into five hydrologic subareas: Pressure, East Side, Forebay,
Arroyo Seco, and Upper Valley. The subareas have distinct recharge and stratigraphic characteristics but
remain hydrologically connected to one another. See Figure 1.
3
MCWRA has determined that an EIR will clearly be required for the Project, and so has not prepared an Initial
Study for the Project.
4
One acre‐foot is the volume of water required to cover an area of one acre with one foot in depth.

Salinas Valley Water Project, Phase II
Notice of Preparation

Page 1 of 14
June 2014

surface water and groundwater plays a significant role in the Salinas River Groundwater Basin,
where the management of surface water sources allows for prolonged periods of streamflow and
increased groundwater recharge.

Seawater intrusion was first documented in the Salinas Valley during the 1930s (State of California,
1946). In 1946, the State of California Department of Public Works (that later became the
Department of Water Resources) completed Bulletin No. 52 Salinas Basin Investigation (Bulletin 52)
which evaluated the water resources of the Salinas Valley and set forth possible solutions for
maintaining a water supply and addressing the issue of seawater intrusion.

Bulletin 52 prompted a number of actions, including creation of the Monterey County Flood Control
& Water Conservation District (MCFC&WCD) by the State Legislature, for the purpose of having a
local district to create and operate water supply projects within Monterey County. The Monterey
County Water Resources Agency (MCWRA) is the successor agency to the MCFC&WCD, created in
1991, and made responsible for certain flood control activities as well as management, protection,
and enhancement of water resources throughout Monterey County.5

In response to the findings of Bulletin 52, and as a means of addressing water supply concerns in the
Salinas Valley, MCWRA framed a solution strategy that includes developing a surface water source,
moving water to northern portions of the Salinas Valley to reduce groundwater pumping, and
stopping pumping along the coast.

Bulletin 52 also prompted MCWRA to file two water right applications with the predecessor to the
State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) in 1949 to permit diversion of Salinas River surface
water and delivery of that water to northern portions of the Salinas Valley, which would decrease
groundwater pumping and slow the advancement of seawater intrusion. Water rights allocated by
these two applications, which were later combined into Water Right Permit #11043, were intended
to be used as part of the solution described in Bulletin 52.

5

As relevant to this Notice of Preparation, “MCWRA” and “MCFC&WCD” are interchangeable.
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Figure 1 – Salinas River Groundwater Basin Hydrologic Subareas

Salinas Valley Water Project, Phase II
Notice of Preparation

Page 3 of 14
June 2014

To date, a number of water projects have been implemented in support of MCWRA’s solution
strategy (Figure 2). These projects include:


Nacimiento Reservoir ‐ completed in 1957;



San Antonio Reservoir ‐ completed in 1965;



The Monterey County Water Recycling Project ‐ includes the Salinas Valley Reclamation
Project (SVRP) and the Castroville Seawater Intrusion Project (CSIP), which came online in
1997 and first made water deliveries in 1998; and,



The Salinas Valley Water Project, Phase I ‐ comprised of the Nacimiento Reservoir Spillway
Modification (completed in 2009) and construction of the Salinas River Diversion Facility
(SRDF), which was completed and began delivering water in 2010.

In August 2013, the MCWRA and the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) reached a
settlement agreement with regard to Water Right Permit #11043, which included some
amendments to the permit and a timeline for implementation of a project utilizing the allocated
waters.

While recent data suggest that the rate of advancement of the intrusion front has slowed in recent
years, seawater intrusion continues to be a concern in portions of the Salinas Valley. The proposed
Project will build upon the extensive work that has already been completed and continue to
advance MCWRA’s solution strategy.

Project Objectives
MCWRA is developing the Project as part of a comprehensive plan to offset groundwater pumping in
the Pressure and East Side Subareas and halt the advancement of seawater intrusion.

Specific objectives of the Project are to:


Halt seawater intrusion



Enhance the value of the Salinas Valley Water Project, Phase I by providing additional
surface water that is needed to combat seawater intrusion; and,



Effectively utilize the water allocated to MCWRA by Permit #11043.
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Project Location
The Project is located in Monterey County within the Salinas Valley (Figure 1). The Project
incorporates two surface water diversion points, one located near the City of Soledad (called the
East Side Canal Intake in the permit) and the other located south of the City of Salinas (called the
Castroville Canal Intake in the permit), as shown on Figure 3. Each diversion point will be
accompanied by conveyance and delivery facilities, the locations and termini of which will be
evaluated in the EIR. The place of use will be within the Salinas River Groundwater Basin. The EIR
will also explore treatment methods; the location and requirements of any treatment facilities
associated with the Project will be examined in the EIR.

Project Description
The Project will allow MCWRA to facilitate further offsets of groundwater pumping by delivering
additional surface water to the Pressure and East Side subareas. In accordance with the Technical
Memorandum prepared by GEOSCIENCE Support Services, Inc. and released to the public in
November 2013, up to 135,000 acre‐feet per year of water will be diverted from the Salinas River
and supplied for municipal, industrial, and/or agricultural uses in the Pressure and East Side
subareas. Two pipelines will be constructed to deliver the water to end‐users. Continued alleviation
of groundwater pumping through use of the diverted surface water will help combat seawater
intrusion in Monterey County.
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Figure 2 – MCWRA Completed Water Projects
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Project Elements
The Project will encompass two surface water diversion points and their appurtenant facilities for
capture, conveyance, and delivery of the water.

Capture and Diversion
The capture and diversion facilities will consist of either a surface water diversion facility, similar to
the SRDF, or Ranney® Collector Wells. The most appropriate type of facility for each diversion point
will be examined in the EIR.

Conveyance
The conveyance facilities associated with each diversion point will be composed of pipelines, which
may be constructed both above and below ground level, and pump stations. The Project EIR will be
used to analyze the most beneficial configuration of the pipelines and to explore specifics of the
pipelines, including diameter, length, destination, number and location of turnouts, locations of
pump stations, and physical layout of the conveyance facilities.

Delivery
The type and locations of the Project’s delivery facilities will be analyzed in the EIR to determine
maximum beneficial use of the water. The resulting delivery facilities may consist of injection wells
that are part of an aquifer storage and recovery (ASR) system, percolation ponds, turnouts for direct
use of the water, or other options ensuing from analysis during the EIR process.

The construction design and physical location of the delivery facilities will be influenced by the type
of facility, the end‐user’s intended application of the water (agricultural versus urban), and whether
or not the Project will involve a water treatment component. The Project will either deliver raw
water or treated water; if treated, the method of treatment will be identified once a project
alternative is selected.
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Figure 3 – Project Location Area
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Environmental Issues to be Addressed
Aesthetics
Implementation of the Project will involve construction of above‐ground structures for capture and
diversion, conveyance, delivery, and possibly treatment of the diverted water; these may include
diversion facilities, pump stations, and pipelines. Construction, maintenance, and operation of these
facilities have the possibility for changes to existing visual quality. The EIR will evaluate the potential
for Project‐related structures to affect aesthetic, scenic, or other visual resources.

Agricultural Resources
Some components of the Project would be located in areas presently used as agricultural land.
Potential impacts to agricultural resources, including conversion of agricultural land to other uses or
conflicts with existing Williamson Act contracts, will be evaluated in the EIR.

Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas Emissions
Construction of Project elements would result in temporary emissions from construction
equipment, earth moving activities, material hauling, and worker trips. Operation of the project may
generate emissions resulting from energy use or worker trips associated with routine operation and
maintenance activities. The EIR will analyze effects of construction, operation, and maintenance of
the Project on air quality and greenhouse gas emissions.

Cultural Resources
Implementation of the Project would require disturbance of the ground for construction of above‐
and below‐ground structures, which could possibly impact existing and/or previously unknown
archaeological or paleontological resources. Other historic and cultural resources could also
potentially be affected by construction and excavation. The EIR will evaluate the potential effect of
Project implementation on cultural resources.

Fisheries
The fisheries and aquatic resources that support fish habitat of the Salinas River could be affected by
the Project due to different water management practices, changes in diversion amounts or
scheduling, altered river flows, and variations in water quality. The Project could also impact
fisheries or aquatic resources during construction activities, some of which may be taking place in or
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near streams, rivers, and drainages. The EIR will examine potential effects on fisheries habitat,
including conditions for spawning and migration, and interference with any special‐status species.

Geology, Soils, and Seismicity
Construction of Project facilities will result in ground disturbance which could impact soil erosion or
increase exposure of people or existing structures to geologic hazards, such as unstable slopes or
poor soil conditions. Central California is a seismically active region, so Project facilities may be
subject to seismic hazards and the geologic hazards associated with seismic activity, such as
liquefaction or landslides. The EIR process will evaluate potential impacts to geology, soils, and
seismicity that may result from implementation of the Project.

Groundwater Resources
The Project is part of a conjunctive water management strategy aimed at reducing groundwater
pumping; so it may affect groundwater levels and water quality. Potential effects to be analyzed in
the EIR will include changes to groundwater levels, groundwater flow patterns, water quality, and
effects on other beneficial uses of groundwater.

Hazards and Hazardous Materials
Existing hazardous materials or contaminated soils may be encountered during excavation and
construction activities related to the Project. Operation and maintenance of the Project facilities
may involve use of hazardous materials such as fuel, lubricants, or chemicals involved in the water
treatment process. The EIR will evaluate potential for exposure to hazardous chemicals during
construction, operation, and maintenance of the Project.

Hydrology and Water Quality
The Project involves diversion of surface water from the Salinas River, which is expected to have a
direct impact on localized and downstream flow regimes. Changes to hydrology from
implementation of the Project may influence water quality and conditions in the river channel.
Changes to surface water flows may affect aquatic habitat and fisheries, and may also influence
flood control activities or growth patterns of vegetation. Construction of the Project and end‐user
applications of diverted surface water may impact drainage patterns or the volume and quality of
surface water runoff. The timing and volume of diversions may factor into all of these potential
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impacts. The EIR will identify all potential impacts to channel conditions, drainage, flood control,
hydrology, and water quality from the Project.

Land Use and Planning
The Project’s facilities for capture and diversion, conveyance, and delivery of water may affect
existing or planned land uses in the vicinity of the facilities. The EIR will examine the Project for
consistency with established plans, policies, and regulations at the local, regional, county, state, and
federal levels. The functional and physical compatibility of the Project with surrounding existing or
planned land uses will also be assessed by the EIR process.

Noise
Implementation of the Project will result in an intermittent and temporary increase in the level of
noise in localized areas near construction activities. Operation and maintenance of Project facilities
is expected to have limited and discontinuous impact on noise levels; the extent of impact will
depend on the selected Project alternative. The EIR will evaluate possible sources of noise from
construction activities; operation of pump stations, injection and extraction wells, or water
treatment facilities; and vehicle activity.

Public Services
It is not anticipated that implementation of the Project will impose additional demand for fire
protection, police protection, schools, or parks. It is possible that the Project may affect facilities
related to water treatment or solid waste disposal. The EIR will evaluate the potential for the Project
to place additional demands on public service resources.

Socioeconomics and Environmental Justice
The EIR process will consider potential effects from the Project on socioeconomic and
environmental conditions, including possible impacts to population, health, and economic activity
that may disproportionately and adversely affect minority and low‐income populations. The EIR will
analyze these impacts for areas where the Project facilities will be constructed and operated.
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Terrestrial Vegetation and Wildlife
Construction of the Project may result in short‐term disturbance or loss of habitat for vegetation
and wildlife and, long‐term, could interfere with wildlife movement or migration corridors. The EIR
will analyze these potential impacts as well as other indirect effects from dust, soil erosion, noise, or
vibration that may occur during construction or operation of Project facilities.

Transportation and Traffic
A temporary increase in traffic in localized areas may occur during Project construction activities as a
result of the need to transport equipment, personnel, and materials. Operation and maintenance of
the Project are expected to generate a limited number of additional vehicle trips. The EIR will
evaluate the potential for impact to traffic, including lane or road closures and established
transportation policies.

Utilities and Services
Existing utilities and services may be temporarily impacted due to the location of excavation and
construction activities associated with Project implementation.

Depending upon the selected

Project alternative, there may also be on‐going effects if water treatment is involved in the Project
operation. The EIR will evaluate potential effects to utilities and services.

Growth Inducement
Much of the area where the Project will be implemented is currently developed or being actively
utilized for agricultural purposes. However, the availability of a reliable surface water supply from
the Project may affect the nature of farming practices on agricultural land and the populations that
support agricultural operations. Additionally, the Project may remove impediments to planned
expansion of agricultural activities or urban development. Therefore, the EIR will consider potential
for growth in areas that may receive water from the Project in the context of approved land uses in
the Monterey County General Plan and/or other applicable local area plans.

Other Considerations
In accordance with CEQA Guidelines, the EIR will include a cumulative impacts assessment that will
consider effects of the Project in concert with other past, present and reasonably foreseeable future
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projects that have been or may be proposed during the development of the EIR, and the cumulative
potential for significant environmental impacts.

The EIR will not include analysis of Forestry Resources, Mineral Resources, or Recreation, which
were determined to be less than significant within the context of the Project because the Project
will have negligible or no impact on such resources.

Project Alternatives
As required by CEQA, the EIR will identify potentially significant impacts of the Project and analyze a
range of alternatives to avoid or substantially decrease identified impacts. Some possible Project
alternatives include relocation or addition of a diversion point; amendment of Water Right Permit
#11043 to include storage of surface water; and a “no project” option.

The EIR will also explore treatment options for the delivery element of the Project. Alternatives will
depend on the selected Project alternative and needs of the targeted end‐users.

Intended Uses of the EIR
MCWRA is the CEQA Lead Agency for review of the proposed Salinas Valley Water Project, Phase II.
The MCWRA Board of Directors, MCWRA Board of Supervisors, and Monterey County Board of
Supervisors will consider the information in the EIR during the Project approval process. The EIR will
also be a resource for other agencies that have a regulatory or permitting role over some aspect of
the project. Responsible agencies, trustee agencies, and other agencies with jurisdiction over
resources potentially affected by the Project will use the EIR as part of their review process.
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